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Abstract
In this paper we critically examine the role of rural schools as community hubs through the example of sustainability and natural resource scarcity.  Drawing upon the first phase of a two-year project exploring education and sustainability in the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) of Australia, the paper examines different understandings of community and their impact on community cohesion.   A key finding has been that while both community members, and schools, regard sustainability as very important and report high levels of commitment to its pursuit, there are very different understandings of its meaning and implication for communities. The different understandings that emerged potentially creates conflict and makes the pursuit of sustainable community futures difficult.  The differences observed reflect debates about community in rural areas, as well as sustainability in the research literature.
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Key findings:
· While both community members, and schools, regard sustainability as very important and report high levels of commitment to its pursuit, there are very different understandings of its meaning and implication for communities.
· The different understandings that emerged potentially creates conflict and makes the pursuit of sustainable community futures difficult.  
· The differences observed reflect debates about community in rural areas, as well as sustainability in the research literature.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Schools have much to draw on and contribute to developing community capitals in relation to sustainability in the MDB (Cocklin & Dibden, 2005), that at present, may not be fully realised. 
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